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1. What are Learning 

Outcomes? 

2. How do I write 

Learning Outcomes? 

3. How do I design 

curricula based on 

Learning Outcomes?  

4. How do I link Learning 

Outcomes, Teaching 

and Learning Activities 

and Assessment? 
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 What are learning outcomes? 
Learning outcomes are statements of what is expected that 

a student will be able to DO as a result of a learning 

activityé.(Jenkins and Unwin). 

Learning outcomes are explicit statements of what we want 

our students to know, understand or to be able to do as a 

result of completing our courses. (Univ. New South Wales, 

Australia) 

ñLearning outcomes are statements that specify what 

learners will know or be able to do as a result of a learning 

activity. Outcomes are usually expressed as knowledge, 

skills or attitudesò. (American Association of Law Libraries). 

Learning outcomes are an explicit description of what a 

learner should know, understand and be able to do as a 

result of learning.  (Learning and Teaching Institute, 

Sheffield Hallam University) 

 

 

 

 



4 4 

Working Definition 

    Learning outcomes are statements of what a 
student should know, understand and/or be 
able to demonstrate after completion of a 
process of learning.  

 
The learning activity could be, for example, a lecture, a 
module or an entire programme. 

Learning outcomes must not simply be a ñwish listò of 
what a student is capable of doing on completion of the 
learning activity. 

Learning outcomes must be simply and clearly 
described.  

Learning outcomes must be capable of being validly 
assessed.  
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Aims and Objectives 

The Aim of a module or programme is a broad general statement of 
teaching intention, i.e. it indicates what the teacher intends to cover.  

Example of aim: To give students an introduction to organic 
chemistry 

 

The objective of a module or programme is a specific statement of 
teaching intention, i.e. it indicates one of the specific areas that the 
teacher intends to cover.  

Examples of objectives:  

1. Give students an appreciation of the unique nature of carbon and it 
ability to bond to other carbon atoms.  

2. To give students an understanding of the concept of hybridisation. 

3. To ensure that students know some characteristic properties of 
alkanes and alcohols. 

4. To make students familiar with a range of families of organic 
compounds: alkanes, alcohols, carboxylic acids and esters. 
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From the definition of Learning Outcome we see: 

Emphasis on the learner. 

Emphasis on the learnerôs ability to do something. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on teaching ï aims 

and objectives and use of 

terms like  know, 

understand, be familiar with. 

 

Outcomes: Focus on what we want 

the student to be able to do - use of 

terms like define, list, name, recall, 

analyse, calculate, design, etc. 

 Å Aims: Give broad purpose or general intention of the module. 

Å Objectives: Information about what the teaching of the module hopes to 

achieve. 

Å Learning outcomes are not designed to replace the traditional way of 

describing teaching and learning but to supplement it. 

http://www.hasslefreeclipart.com/clipart_school/student.gif
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Focus on Learning Outcomes ï 

Bologna 
Bologna Agreement signed in Bologna, Italy in 1999 by 29 
countries. A total of  46 countries have now signed up to this 
agreement. 

The overall aim of the Bologna Agreement is to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of higher education in Europe in terms 
of academic standards of degrees and quality assurance standards.  

One of the main features of this process is the need to improve the 
traditional ways of describing qualifications and qualification 
structures.  
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Bologna, Italy (1999) 
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What countries have signed the Bologna Agreement? 

European Union   - all 27 countries 

Austria 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hungary 

Ireland 

Italy 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Malta 

Netherlands 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sweden 

United Kingdom 

 

 

Non-European Union 

Albania 

Andorra 

Armenia 

Azerbaijan 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Croatia 

Georgia 

Holy See 

Iceland 

Liechtenstein 

Montenegro 

Moldova 

Norway 

Macedonia 

Russia 

Serbia 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Ukraine 
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What is the Bologna Process all about? 

Setting up of European Higher Education Area (EHEA) to ensure 
the increased international competitiveness of the European 
system of higher education. 

The Bologna Process is not based on a European Union initiative. 
The agreement is between both EU and non-EU countries.  

Setting up of system to make it easier to understand the description 
of qualifications and qualification structures.  

Every student graduating will receive a Diploma Supplement 
describing the qualification that the student has received.  The 
purpose of the Diploma Supplement is to improve transparency and 
facilitate recognition. A standard format will be used to help 
compare qualifications and make them easier to understand. The 
Diploma Supplement will also describe the content of the 
qualification and the structure of the higher education system in 
which it was issued.  
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Framework of Qualifications for European 

Higher Education Area (EHEA) 

Conference of European Ministers 
Responsible for Higher Education in Bergen, 
Norway (2005) adopted the overarching 
framework for qualifications in EHEA. 

This framework shows  

        - Three cycles (including within national 
contexts, the possibility of intermediate 
qualifications) 

        - Generic descriptors for each cycle based 
on learning outcomes and competences. 

       - ECTS credit ranges in the first and second 
cycles (i.e.  Bachelors and Masters levels).  

 

Ministers committed themselves to drawing 
up National Frameworks for Qualifications 
compatible with Framework of Qualifications 
for European Higher Education area by 2010.  

 

Bergen, Norway (2005) 


